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Introduction 

The purpose of this Dissertation Prospectus form is to provide preliminary information about your dissertation research to the prospective faculty members of your dissertation supervisory committee. 

Two of your three committee members must come from the School of Public Policy and Administration. Your committee must include a member who is a content area expert and a member who is a methodology expert. The information that you provide on this form will help you find these individuals, so be as thorough as possible during its completion. 

Remember, each faculty member agreeing to serve on your dissertation supervisory committee must also complete the Request for Appointment of the Dissertation Supervisory Committee form and send it to research@waldenu.edu. The faculty member who agrees to serve as the chair of your committee must send a copy of this prospectus form along with her/his completed Request for Appointment of the Dissertation Supervisory Committee form.

Instructions

Type information in the shaded fields: the fields will expand to accept your text. You may present your responses as regular text or as bulleted points. 

Move to the next field by pressing the Tab key. Some fields have “Help” boxes that will provide you guidance on entering appropriate information. To access this information, tab to the shaded field (or place your cursor over the shaded field and click your mouse); then press the F1 key.  

After completing this form, send it as an attachment to an email message to faculty that you want to serve on your dissertation supervisory committee. Make sure you indicate in your email message that you are attaching a dissertation prospectus that outlines your proposed dissertation research. Also forward a copy of this form to research@waldenu.edu
If you have any questions about completing this form, contact your academic advisor.
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Name:  Tony Hansen # A00068224                   





Date: 19 April 2010
Program and Specialization: (choose one program and one specialization)

	Program
	Specialization

	Public Policy and Administration
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMDROPDOWN 



General Program only:       (press F1 for additional guidance)

Self-Designed specialization only:       (press F1 for additional guidance)
Name of Faculty Mentor:  Richard Worch
Dissertation Title:  Public Perception of the Influence of Capital Expansion and Corporations upon Middle Class Individual Political Efficacy in Post-Modern America
Statement of Your Research Problem or Area of Inquiry:
For a democratic society to exist, the institutions in government have to be free to exercise for the public interest and people must feel empowered to participate. Various political entities' influences upon political institutions can have a profound effect upon individual political efficacy, and thus, this will examine the perceived affect of corporations upon public policy and individual perceptions of personal political efficacy. Perceptions about power elites and corporations have defined our democracy, but these perceptions may impact individual efficacy towards democratic insittutions. (maximum of 100 words; press F1 for additional guidance)
Theories or Prior Research Related to the Problem or Area of Inquiry:

Schumpeter's (2008) theory of gradual shift from capitalism to socialism. Weber (2008) Protestant Ethic and Spirit of Capitalism. Domhoff (2008) and Mills (1956) discussion of power elites. Bowman's (1989) corporate power theory. Glezos (2008) theory of speed capitalism is changing how people percieve capitalistic themes. Pena (2002) concept of globalization changing the characteristics of modern capitalism and middle class..Lewis-Beck (2008) voter participation issues (maximum of 100 words; press F1 for additional guidance)

Goals, Purpose and Potential Significance of Your Research:
We know that corporations are political entities (Bowman, 1989) and we know the pace of capitalism is influencing how people view government roles (Glezos, 2008). Theoretical direction of capitalism by Schumpeter and Weber indicate different impacts of capitalism upon democracy. This study is focused upon how people perceive what comprises the power elite as described by Mills and how people view their personal political efficacy with resepct to large firm (corporations) influences and how people percieve that corporate influence over public policy. Are there public presumptions about corporate power's role in public policy and social change?  (maximum of 100 words; press F1 for additional guidance)
Your Research Design and Methodology:

Type of Inquiry:
Check one

	Qualitative Research
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Quantitative Research
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Both Qualitative and Quantitative Research
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Method of Inquiry:
Quantitative analysis over a survey of a sample population for foundational demographic information and socio-economic factors as well as inquiry into people's perception of power elietes, direct observation of corporate influence upon public policy and general opinion of corporate influence upon public policy.   (maximum of 100 words; press F1 for additional guidance)

Your Research Population and How You Will Draw Upon This Population for Your Research Inquiry:
Using the Internet, the survey and survey tools will be maintained until the recommended and balanced sample size has been reached. Data will be collected in a database for analysis  (maximum of 100 words; press F1 for additional guidance)

Examples of Research Data That May Be Collected:
Non-identifiable data for socio-economics, political affiliations, civic activism, voting history, and perceptions of average corporate activity. (approximately 50 words; press F1 for additional guidance)
Other Information About Your Dissertation Proposal:
One could use case studies about a specific corporation's expansion over a specific issue or event, but isolated events may not be indicative of overall opinions about American politics. This is not a study of fluctations in political leanings or corporate political strategies in company management, but more focused upon the perception by the public of the influence of corporations upon political efficacy   (approximately 100 words; press F1 for additional guidance)

